
 

August 8, 2007 
 
 
 
Dear Partner, 
 
In September 2006, Secretary Spellings’ Commission on the Future of Higher Education released its final 
report – A Test of Leadership: Charting the Future of U.S. Higher Education. The report highlighted six key 
areas of higher education requiring immediate attention – access, cost and affordability, financial aid, learning, 
transparency and accountability and innovation.  As stated in the report, access for the underserved is “unduly 
limited by the complex interplay of inadequate academic preparation, lack of information about college 
opportunities, and persistent financial barriers.”   
 
Education’s Federal Student Aid office, which administers student federal financial aid programs for higher 
education, is collaborating with other ED program offices to ensure that grant recipients who focus on 
academic preparation have information about college opportunities and financial aid to overcome barriers to 
attending postsecondary education.  This information is a resource for students, parents/families, educators, 
counselors, and anyone involved in motivating young people to achieve academic success and to pursue 
postsecondary education.  
 
Federal Student Aid information is in a variety of formats – print, videos, DVDs, Web sites 
(www.studentaid.ed.gov), audio guides and Braille.  Some of the materials are available in Spanish, e.g., Lista 
De Preparación Para Los Estudios Universitarios.  This information spans the entire topic of federal student 
aid as it relates to postsecondary education planning, applying, attending, and repaying federal student loans.  
Each year, starting as early as eighth grade, there is a new cohort of students and parents who need the 
information in addition to the previous cohort that needs reminders and reinforcement and information updates.  
Best of all, the information is FREE to the public and available for bulk order by non-profit organizations.  
 
If you would like to peruse the information and/or be added to our mailing list to order materials please go to 
www.fsapubs.org.  In addition, a Federal Student Aid representative welcomes the opportunity to discuss the 
materials and how they can be used.  Please contact Hazel Mingo at hazel.mingo@ed.gov or 202/377-3380 to 
discuss the variety of materials.   
 
We look forward to working with you to provide a seamless flow of crucial information to students and their 
families.  Together we can transform the future of U.S. higher education and make it more accessible to our 
young people. 

Sincerely, 

     
Adam Chavarria      Jennifer Douglas 
Executive Director     General Manager 
       Student Aid Awareness and Applicant Services 
       Federal Student Aid 
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